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ABSTRACT 

This document considers the language arts 
instructional materials in use in the primary schools of Trinidad and 
Tobago and questions how effectively these materials cater to the 
development of competence in the English language by children whose 
vernacular language differs structurally in a fundamental way from 
Internationally Acceptable English. Problems with specific books are 
discussed as examples of more general problems. Most of the books 
used have not been written with the particular situation in mind, and 
they are unsuited to the purpose, lacking linguistic and cultural 
relevance for the Trinidadian child. Illustrations, structures, 
linguistic features, vocabulary, and cultural elements are discussed 
and improvements are suggested. (VM) 
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PREFACF 

These preliminary comments on language arts textbooks 
constitute the second publication of findings from the Institute of 
Education's project on problems in learning and teaching English 
in the primary schools of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Our study of textbooks in use is intended to ascertain how 
effectively those materials cater to the development of corrpetence 
in the English Language by children whose vernacular language differs 
structurally in a fundamental way from Internationally Acceptable. 
English. Of necessity the broad contexts in which the language is 
presented to the learner have to be examined. For this reason, we 
have considerable interest in the cultural relevance of the materials. 

An additional reason for this interest is our concern 
with the dysfunctionality of education in this region. The c ul tural 
irrelevance of the textbooks in use as outlined in this publication 
is in our view an inportant contributor to this dysfunctionality. 
Obviously there are other inputs into the consciousness of children 
which educate them away from their environment, and discarding 
currently used textbooks cannot by itself solve the difficulties. 
However, this too must be part of the movement for change. 
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Our final publication on textbooks later this year will 
provide much more specific, details on individual texts and a set 
of heads under which new texts can be evaluated. During the 
frighteningly long period between now and the eventual provision 
on a wide scale of textbooks tailored to our needs, we hope that 
our work will allow teachers and education boards to eliminate a! 1 
but the least Jiarmful materials. 
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STRUCTURES, LINGUISTIC FEATURES , 
LINGUISTIC RELEVANCE 



In Trinidad and Tobago, exposure to the structure 
of English through written materials has been of special 
significance, for this has been the chief means by which 
the language has been learnt. Opportunities for speaking 
Internationally Acceptable English (I.A.E.) have always 
been few and the barriers to successful English language 
learning have been formidable . 1 In fact, one must accept 
as true the statement that a high percentage of our 
language learners hear and attempt to speak I.A.E. in the 
classroom only, and even then not during every class. 

One would expect that the linguistic structures 
presented in the Language Arts textbooks used in the schools 
would be appropriately graded and selected for the par- 
ticular group of children and would be unquestionable in 
their acceptability. For a variety of reasons this is not 
the case. Firstly, there is a difference in linguistic 
background between the British children for whom the texts, 
with few exceptions, were intended and the children of 
Trinidad and Tobago, on whom they, are being foisted. The 

1 See Cuffie, D.G.: "Problems in the Teaching of English in 
the Island of Trinidad from 1797 to the Present Day. M.A. 
^Thesis: University of London, 1963. 
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